City of Nokomis
City of Nokomis Council Regular Meeting Minutes

February 26, 2024
The City Council of the City of Nokomis, County of Montgomery, Illinois held its regular meeting at the Nokomis City Hall on Monday, February 26, 2024.  Mayor Goldsmith called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., and City Clerk Hill called the roll.  Those present were Commissioners Glenn, Stauder, Arkebauer and Mayor Goldsmith. Commissioner Morris was absent. Also present, Ellen Christener (Pana News) Ben Schwarm (Journal news) Alan Hard, Darrell Jett, Dakota Chumley, Destiny Musser, Kendra Talbot, and City Administrator Keith Hancock. 
VISITORS
Destiny Musser was present to address the council. Ms. Musser requested a slow child at play sign near her home. Ms. Musser stated that she has five small children and people fly up and down the roads near her home. Mayor Goldsmith stated that he would look into it and let her know. 
Approval of Meeting Minutes
Minutes of the February 12, 2024, regular meeting was presented. Commissioner Stauder made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Commissioner Glenn seconded the motion. Voting yes, Commissioners Glenn, Stauder, Arkebauer and Mayor Goldsmith. Commissioner Morris was absent. Nays, none. The motion carried. 
Minutes of the February 12, 2024, executive meeting was presented. Commissioner Glenn made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Commissioner Stauder seconded the motion. Voting yes, Commissioners Glenn, Stauder, Arkebauer and Mayor Goldsmith. Commissioner Morris was absent. Nays, none. The motion carried.
Minutes of the February 15, 2024, special meeting was presented. Commissioner Glenn made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Commissioner Stauder seconded the motion. Voting yes, Commissioners Glenn, Stauder, Arkebauer and Mayor Goldsmith. Commissioner Morris was absent. Nays, none. The motion carried.
Resolutions, Petitions, Ordinances, Remonstrance
Commissioner Glenn made a motion to approve Ordinance 2115, an ordinance vacating a never developed roadway running north and south located south of Illinois Rt, 16, north of a previously vacated roadway formerly known as Randall Street. Commissioner Stauder seconded the motion. Voting yes, Commissioners Glenn, Arkebauer, Stauder and Mayor Goldsmith. Commissioner Morris was absent. Nays none, the motion carried. 
Commissioner Glenn made a motion to approve Ordinance 2116, an ordinance authorizing the disposal of surplus personal property by the City of Nokomis. Commissioner Stauder seconded the motion. Voting yes, Commissioners Glenn, Arkebauer, Stauder and Mayor Goldsmith. Commissioner Morris was absent. Nays none, the motion carried. 

Commissioner Arkebauer made a motion to approve Ordinance 2117, an ordinance establishing a procedure for the identification and disposal of surplus personal property owned by the City of Nokomis. Commissioner Stauder seconded the motion. Voting yes, Commissioners Glenn, Arkebauer, Stauder and Mayor Goldsmith. Commissioner Morris was absent. Nays none, the motion carried. 
Reports of City Officers
Commissioner Glenn reported to the council that the street department has been busy doing work at the wastewater department and trying to get pot holing done whenever they can. 

Commissioner Arkebauer stated that there have been some pump issues at the wastewater plant. Bodine was down to vac out the slugtank. Discussion was held on potentially getting a backup portable pump for the plant, size of plant and what they cost may be. 
Commissioner Arkebauer also addressed the council to let them know that the detention tank rehab has been going well at the water plant. 

Commissioner Stauder reported the revenues in the amount of $90,644.82.

Approval of Bills 

Discussion was held on the bills. Commissioner Stauder stated that he would like to wait to approve the EPA payments until closer to the date they are due. He also stated that the bill total included the check for the CDs that are to be opened at LLCU. 
Commissioner Stauder made a motion to the bills in the amount of $52,945.96. Commissioner Arkebauer seconded the motion. Voting yes, Commissioners Glenn, Arkebauer, Stauder and Mayor Goldsmith. Commissioner Morris was absent. Nays none, the motion carried. 

Commissioner Glenn asked the council if they had heard that the Governor is planning to do away with the 1% Sales tax on groceries. Mayor Goldsmith stated that he has already reached out to our local state representatives. 
Mayor Goldsmith stated that the Montgomery County Hazard Mitigation Plan will be on the next agenda for the council to review and decide on. 

Mayor Goldsmith also stated that he has been in contact with our current supplier and a solar companies and does not believe that there should not be any conflicts with the current electric rate companies that we are working with. Commissioner Stauder stated that he is concerned with the water lines at the water plant, and Commissioner Glenn questioned what would happen if the company went out of business. City Administrator Keith Hancock stated that he believes companies like this have funds set aside for clean up and demolition in the event of something like that. 
OLD BUSINESS
Commissioner Stauder made a motion to have Youngs roofing patch of the roof at City Hall the roof for $10,000.00 pending Commissioner Glenns request for more information. Commissioner Glenn seconded the motion. Voting yes, Commissioners Glenn, Arkebauer, Stauder and Mayor Goldsmith. Commissioner Morris was absent. Nays none. The motion carried. 
Discussion was held about hiring a structural engineer for inspection of the downtown businesses. Commissioner Glenn stated that he believes it should be up to the building owners. Commissioner Arkebauer stated that it sounds good in theory but at what cost. 
NEW BUSINESS 
Commissioner Arkebauer made a motion to approve an Easter Egg Hunt at Fred B. Johnson Park on March 23, 2024, at 2:00 P.M. hosted by the Nokomis Nursing home. Commissioner Stauder seconded the motion. Voting yes, Commissioners Glenn, Arkebauer, Stauder and Mayor Goldsmith. Commissioner Morris was absent. Nays none the motion carried.
Commissioner Arkebauer reported that the IEPA was out to inspect the water plant and found nothing major but one thing they requested we do is add a vent in the chlorine room. Commissioner Arkebauer also stated that Adam Fox will be down this week to get started on that. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Commissioner Glenn made a motion to go into executive session at 7:23 P.M. for the appointment, employment, compensation, disciple, performance or dismissal of a specific employee of the public body (5ILCS 120/2 ( c) (1 )and the setting of price for sale or lease of property owned by the public body (5ILSC 120/2 ( C) Commissioner Arkebauer seconded the motion. Voting yes, Commissioners Glenn, Arkebauer, Stauder and Mayor Goldsmith. Commissioner Morris was absent. Nays none, the motion carried.

Commissioner Stauder made a motion to enter regular session at 7:34 P. M. Commissioner Arkebauer seconded the motion. Voting yes, Commissioners Glenn, Arkebauer, Stauder and Mayor Goldsmith. Commissioner Morris was absent. Nays none, the motion carried.
Other Business
Commissioner Glenn made a motion to hire James Ott Sands to the police department. Commissioner Arkebauer seconded the motion. Voting yes, Commissioners Glenn, Arkebauer, Stauder and Mayor Goldsmith. Commissioner Morris was absent. Nays none. The motion carried. 
Commissioner Arkebauer made a motion to hire Robert Ellis to the water/ wastewater department. Commissioner Stauder seconded the motion. Voting yes, Commissioners Glenn, Arkebauer, Stauder and Mayor Goldsmith. Commissioner Morris was absent. Nays none, the motion carried. 
Adjournment
Commissioner Stauder made a motion to adjourn at 7:35 P.M.  Commissioner Arkebauer seconded the motion. Voting yes, Commissioners Glenn, Arkebauer, Stauder and Mayor Goldsmith. Commissioner Morris was absent. Nays, none. The motion carried. 

Respectfully Submitted,
Rachel Cassidy 
City Clerk 
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